
 

  

Criterion III 

3.3.3 Number of books and chapters in edited volumes/books published and papers 

published in national/ international conference proceedings per teacher during year 
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Role of Academic Library Professionals in Electronic Teaching –Learning 

Era 
 

R.G.Baheti 

Librarian, Smt. Radhadevi Goenka College For Women, Akola 

 

Abstract 

 The electronic publishing has change the role of academic libraries in e-environment. 

Changing the role of internet and digital technology has created new initiatives for academic 

library professional and e-teaching and e-learning. In virtual era it is somehow possible to have 

teaching and learning without wall. The role of the academic library professionals changing 

their identity as cybrarian, information processor, information consultant etc. This paper deals 

with the role and responsibility of the academic library professional in e-environment. The 

paper also tries to point out the role of library professionals in changing society, services 

offered by the academic libraries in e-teaching and learning process.  

Key word – Academic Library Professional, e-teaching, e-learning 

Introduction 

 The growth of the internet and digital technology has caused a dramatic and rapid 

change in education system. Academic libraries and library professionals will become 

redundant in the tech-based teaching and learning. For academic libraries which responsible 

for preserving and providing access to the various types of resources. The nature of the 

academic library and the role they play in campus is changing. Libraries are moving towards 

an information services and becoming information centres. Academic libraries will 

increasingly provide information and services to their users at right time as per their need. In 

e-environment the traditional role of a libraries are changing to provide information services 

for e-teaching and e-learning.   

Education and technological developments 

  Education encompasses teaching and learning specific skills and also something 

less tangible but more profound the imparting of knowledge, good judgment and wisdom. 

Education has as one of its fundamental goals the imparting of culture from generation to 

generation. Both formal and informal education is changing in e-environment era. Technology 

is transforming the traditional methods of teaching and learning in classrooms. The goal is 

create students who can become active, independent and lifelong learners rather than passive 

need of information.  Technological developments are changing the role and responsibility 

formal and informal education. The classroom teacher is the key to the success of education 

program that promotes these qualities. It has long viewed academic libraries and library 

professional as the acknowledge information experts. 

E-teaching and E-Learning 

Electronic learning (or E-Learning or eLearning) is a term for all types of technology-

enhanced learning (TEL), where technology is used to support the learning process. Often the 

medium of instruction is through computer technology, particularly involving digital 

technologies. E-learning has been defined as “pedagogy empowered by digital technology”. In 

some instances, no face-to-face interaction takes place. E-learning is used interchangeably in a 

wide variety of contexts. It is defined that as a planned teaching/learning experience that uses 

a wide spectrum of technologies, mainly internet or computer based, to reach learners. Most of 

the universities, e-learning is used to define a specific mode to attend a course or programmes 
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of study where the students rarely, if ever, attend face-to-face for on-campus access to 

educational facilities, because they study online. 

Goals and Benefits of e-learning and e-teaching 

E-learning lessons are generally designed to guide students through information or to 

help students perform in specific tasks. Information based e-Learning content communicates 

information to the student. Examples include content that distributes the history or facts related 

to a service, company, or product. In information-based content, there is no specific skill to be 

learned. In performance-based content, the lessons build off of a procedural skill in which the 

student is expected to increase proficiency.  

E-learning and e-teaching can provide four major benefits for the organizations and 

individuals involved. 

1. Access to quality education: The fact that instructors of the highest caliber can share 

their knowledge across borders allows students to attend courses across physical, political, and 

social boundaries. Recognized experts have the opportunity of distributing information 

internationally at minimum costs. 

2. Affordable education: E-learning can drastically reduce the costs of higher education, 

making it much more affordable and accessible to the masses. An internet connection, a 

computer, and a projector would allow an entire classroom in a Third World university to 

benefit from the knowledge of a distant instructor. 

3. Convenience and flexibility to learnings: In many contexts, e-learning is self-paced 

and the learning sessions are available 24x7. Learners are not bound to a specific day/time to 

physically attend classes. They can also pause learning sessions at their convenience. 

4. Reducing environmental impact: E-learning allows people to avoid travel, thus 

reducing the overall carbon output. They fact that it takes place in a virtual environment also 

allows some reduction of paper usage. With virtual notes instead of paper notes and online 

assessments instead of paper assessments, eLearning is a more environmentally friendly 

solution. 

Development of e-learning and e-teaching 

Many institutes of higher education, for-profit institutions, now offer no-line classes. 

By contrast, only about half of private, non-profit schools offer them. The Sloan report, based 

on a poll of academic leaders, says that students generally appear to be at least as satisfied with 

their on-line classes as they are with traditional ones. Private institutions many become more 

involved with on-line presentations as the cost of instituting such a system decreases. Properly 

trained staff must also be hired to work with students on-line. These staff members need to 

understand the content area, and also be highly trained in the use of the computer and internet. 

Online education is rapidly increasing, and online doctoral programs have even developed at 

leading research universities. 

Academic Information Resources in the Age of Information 

Information resources in all formats with adequate depth and quantity need to be 

provided in the library for students’ experimentation and exploration. Such resources should 

promote student-centered, resource based, problem-solving and independent learning. Self-

paced resource that enable the customization of learning and the impacting of specific skills to 

students should be promoted. This approach enables the student to direct his own learning while 

the teacher and the librarian work in partnership facilitate and guide the student along the 

learning process. It is a same texts, or use the same resources in order to gain experiences and 

develop relevant skills. As they see the correlation between text, graphics and sound they are 

than able to sharpen their creativity skills. The information age university library is a laboratory 

of learning where abundant information resources in all formats and their accompanying 

infrastructure are available for exploration and skills development. 
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E-library services 

 Database searching; 

 Public access services; 

 Electronic reference; 

 Public relations services; 

 Library promotion and marketing; 

 E-publishing; 

 Information literacy programmes; 

 Online circulation activities, such as electronic and the Internet. 

Issues and challenges of academic libraries 

 E-library services includes the following: 

 Online/offline access to digital information resources; 

 Database searching; 

 Public access services; 

 Electronic reference; 

 Public relations services; 

 Library promotion and marketing; 

 E-publishing; 

 Information literacy programmes; 

 Online circulation activities, such as electronic and the reserves; 

 User Services, and queries; and  

 Online access to library catalogues, databases and the Internet. 

Conclusion  

Society is not ready to abandon the library, and it probably won’t ever be. Libraries can 

adapt to social and technological changes, but they can’t be replaced. While libraries are 

distinct from the Internet, librarians are the most suited professionals to guide scholars and 

citizens toward a better understanding of haw to find valuable information online. Indeed, a lot 

of information is online. But a lot is still on paper. Instead of regarding libraries as obsolete, 

state and federal governments should increase funding for improved staffing and technology. 

The virtual library environment provides both an opportunity and a requirement for librarians 

to develop greater familiarity with IT-type skills. Today, more than ever, libraries and librarians 

are extremely important for the preservation and improvement of our culture. Para-professional 

staff required practical ‘hands on’ experience and training librarians are moving into database 

development, courseware, open learning and academic staff development and need a 

combination of knowledge, skills, aptitudes, and personal qualities in order to fill their multi-

faceted roles.  
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